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Amendment to the Claims 

Please amend Claims 1 , 3, 15, 18, 20, and 21 and please add Claims 22-25 as follows. 
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AMENDMENT TO THE CIAlMS 



Claims : 



1. (currently amended) Method for producing a data stream 
of code words of variable lengths which are divided up 
into a plurality of sets of code words, a raster 
10 having raster points existing for the data stream, two 

adjacent raster points defining one segment, and the 
raster comprising a plurality of segments, the method 
including the following steps: 

15 al) writing the code words of the first set such that 

starts of the code words are at raster points of 
different segments ; 

q2) in — cas e — a — code — word — i-s — longer — t - har * — a — oogmont, 
20 writing — the — remainder of — fe*te — code — worda — into — a-ft- 
a - ro - a — — fc**e — raster — which — 3r9 — «-©^e — written ef^be 
after step al - ) 1 ; — gya g- stiant to a first predetermined 
regulation, — until — all — code -wo r d a of — fe-f^e — first — act 
have been written into the raoter; - 

25 

bl) in case the respective code word fits in the 
segment, writing each code word of the second set 
into a segment which is assigned to each 
individual code word pursuant to a predetermined 
30 assignment rule, wherein each code word of the 

second set is assigned a different segment 
pursuant to the predetermined assignment rule; 

b2) in case only a part of the respective code word 
35 fits in the assigned segment or in case the 

assigned segment is full, writing the part of the 
respective code word of the second set into the 
assigned segment and storing the remainder of the 
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code word or, in case the assigned segment is 
full storing the entire code word which is 
assigned the full segment; 

5 b3) writing the stored remainder or the stored entire 

code word, which did not fit in the respective 
segments in steps bl), b2) , into an area of the 
raster which is not written onto after steps bl) 
and b2), pursuant to a second predetermined 
10 regulation, until all code words of the second 

set have been written into the raster- 

2. (original) Method as claimed in claim 1, in which the 
code words of the first set are present in an order, 

15 wherein these are written into adjacent segments in 

accordance with their order - 

3. (currently amended) Method as claimed in claim 1, in 
which —, in case of a code word of the first set which 

20 is longer than a segment, the remainder of the code 

words is written into an area of the raster which is 
not written onto after step al), pursuant to a first 
predetermined regulation, until all code words of the 
first set have been written into the raster, the first 

25 predetermined regulation — ar« — g - fcep — — ±r& — being as 

follows : 

i) . writing at least a part of the remainder of a 
code word of the first set into the segment 
30 following the segment in which the starting 

section of the code word is present, in case 
there is room, in the segment, for at least part 
of the remainder; and 

35 ii) conducting step (i) for remainders of all 

further code words of the first set in case such 
code words are present; and 
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iii) conducting steps (i), (ii) , wherein one proceeds 
by one segment for each remainder until all code 
words of the first set have been written into 
the data stream. 

5 

4. . (original) Method as claimed by claim 1, in which the 

code words of the second set are present in an order 
and the predetermined assignment rule assigns the 
first code word of the second set to that segment in 

10 which the start of the first code word of the first 

set is present, assigns the second code word of the 
second set to that segment in which the start of the 
second code word of the first set is present and, in 
case existent, assigns each further code word of the 

15 first set that segment in which the start of the 

corresponding code word of the first set is present. 

5. (original) Method as claimed by claim 1, in which the 
second predetermined regulation is equal to the first 

20 predetermined regulation. 

6. (original) Method as claimed by claim 1/ in which, 
pursuant to the first or second predetermined 
regulation, a code word of the corresponding set 

25 which does not entirely fit into the assigned segment 

falls in three or more parts in case there is only so 
much room in the segments following the assigned 
segment that, again, a remainder remains. 

30 7. (original) Method as claimed by claim 1, in which the 
raster points are arranged equally spaced apart, 
whereby equally long segments, except for the final 
segment, result, wherein the equally long segments are 
longer than or as long as the longest code word of the 

35 first set, such that each code word of the first set 

fits in the corresponding segment. 



PAGE 8/16 * RCVD AT 1 1/24/2004 3:57:41 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0£FXRM/3 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:650 474 8401 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-22 



11/24/2004 WED 12:59 FAX 650 474 8401 GLENN PATENT GROUP 1009/016 



- 4 - 



8. (original) Method as claimed by claim 1, in which the 
code words of the first set are written in a first 
writing direction starting from the first raster 
points of the segments, respectively, and in which the 
5 code words of the second set are written in a second 

writing direction opposite to the first writing 
direction, starting from the second raster points of 
the segments, respectively. 

10 9. (original) Method as claimed in claim 8, in which a 
third set of code words is present, wherein the third 
code words are, again, written into the raster in the 
first writing direction after all code words of the 
second set have been written into the raster. 

15 

10. (original) Method as claimed by claim 1, in which the 
code words are Huffman code words - 

11. (original) Method as claimed by claim 1, in which the 
20 code words represent information symbols and in which 

code words of the first set represent more significant 
information symbols than code words of the second set 
or of further sets. 

25 12. (original) Method as claimed in claim 11, in which the 
information symbols are spectral values of an audio 
signal and code words of the first set are spectral 
values significant from a psycho-acoustic point of 
view, which are to be protected from any error 

30 propagation due to a transmission error in the data 

stream. 

13. (original) Method as claimed by claim 1, in which the 
length of the data stream produced is equal to the sum 
35 of the lengths of the code words of variable lengths. 
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14. (original) Method as claimed by claim 1, in which more 
than two sets of code words are present and which 
further comprises the following step: 

5 conducting steps bl) , b2) and b3) for the code words 

of the further sets of code words, wherein the second 
predetermined regulation corresponds to the second 
predetermined regulation of step b2) and wherein the 
predetermined assignment rule corresponds to the 
10 predetermined assignment rule of step bl) . 

15. (currently amended) Method for reading a data stream 
of code words of variable lengths, wherein the data 
stream comprises code words of a plurality of sets of 

15 code words, wherein a raster is specified for the data 

stream, which comprises raster points in which two 
adjacent raster points define a segment, wherein the 
data stream comprises at least two segments, which 
method includes the following steps: 

20 

a) extracting the code words of the first set from 
the data stream by the following individual 
steps : 

25 al) for each segment, jumping to a raster point 

and reading a code word starting there; 

e-2-) — ccH>e — fcfee — code — word — whiqh — s - t -n art a — a4= — a 

raster — point — is not — finished — e& — fc**e — e**d — e£ — fc4*e 
30 scgmon - fe -; — otoring — fcke — read — oootion — er£ — fe-ke — codo 
word, — a**d 

-a-3-) determining — t-ke — remainder — — fc**e — code — we-r - d 

or — the basin — of a — firot predetermined regulation 
35 which was uGcd^wfr - sn producing the data stream; 
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b) extracting the code words of the second set of 
code words from the data stream remaining after 
step (a) by the following individual steps: 

5 bl) for each remaining segment, jumping to a 

raster point of the segment on the basis of a 
predetermined assignment rule which was used when 
producing the data stream, and reading the code 
word starting there, in order to obtain the code 
10 words of the second set; 

b2) in case a code word of the second set is not 
finished at the end of a corresponding segment, 
storing the read section of the code word of the 
15 second set; 

b3) determining the remainder of the code word or 
the code word not present at a raster point, on 
the basis of a second predetermined regulation 
20 which was used when producing the data stream. 

16. (original) Method as claimed in claim 15, in which the 
data stream comprises more than two sets of code 
words, which method further includes the following 

25 step: 

extracting the code words of the third set by 
repeating steps bl), b2) and b3) , wherein the second 
predetermined regulation is equal to the second 
30 predetermined regulation of step b3) and wherein the 

assignment rule is equal to the assignment rule of 
step bl) - 

17. (original) Method as claimed in claim 15, in which the 
35 assignment rule, which was used when producing the 

data stream, assigns a first code word of the second 
set to a segment in which the first code word of the 
first set starts, wherein, in step bl ) , one jumps to 
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the first raster point in order to obtain the first 
code word of the second set, one jumps to the second 
raster point in order to obtain the second code word 
of the second set, etc, wherein, in case no or only 
5 part of a code word of the second set starts at the 

first raster point, one initially reads starting from 
all raster points, before a missing code word or a 
missing part of a code word is determined on the basis 
of the second predetermined regulation. 

10 

18. (currently amended) Method as claimed by claim 15, in 
which in case of - a code word of the first set, which 
starts at a raster point is not finished at the end of 
the segment, the read section of the code word is 
stored, and the remainder of the code word is 
determined on the basis of a first predetermined 
regulation which was used when producing the data 
stream, the first predetermined regulation in otcp q3) 
■ars — being as follows: 

for each stored section of a read code word, jumping 
to the next raster point in the data stream which 
remains after step al) in order to determine the 
remainder of the code word; 

in case a code word can be read to the end, connecting 
the code word which has been read to the end with the 
stored section in order to obtain the code word of the 
first set completely, otherwise storing a section 
which may have been read and repeating the step of 
jumping to the next raster point, until all code words 
of the first set are present. 

19. (original) Method as claimed by claim 1, in which 
35 there are as many code words in the first set of code 

words as there are segments in the data stream, and in 
which the number of code words in the other set or 
sets is equal to or smaller than the number of code 
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words in the first set, such that all code words of 
the first set are written to raster points. 

20. (currently amended) Apparatus for producing a data 
5 stream of code words of variable lengths which are 

divided up into a plurality of sets of code words, in 
which a raster having raster points is present for the 
data stream, in which two adjacent raster points 
define a segment, the raster comprises a plurality of 
10 segments, the apparatus comprising: 

a) a device for writing the code words of the first 
set such that starts of code words are present at 
raster points of different segments ; and7 — wherein 
15 the device Id arranged oo ao 

in cqog — a — code word io — longer tha - n-o — cogmoryb -y — feo 
write ■■tho -'- r^Mrfh' t er of the eodc word into an area 
e-f — the — rooter — which — a^e — a^fe — written onto — af tor 

20 - ^tiep — al ) / pursuant — fc-e — a — f irot — prodot orminod 

rcgulot ion> — until all — eode wordo of the — first oot 
have been written into the raotcr^ 

a device for writing each code word of the second 
set into a segment which is assigned to each 
individual code word pursuant to a predetermined 
assignment rule, wherein each code word of the 
second set is assigned a different segment 
pursuant to the predetermined assignment rule, in 
case the respective code word fits in the 
segment, wherein the device is arranged so as 

in case only part of the respective code word 
fits in the assigned segment or in case the 
assigned segment is full, to write the part of 
the respective code word of the second set into 
the assigned segment and to store the remainder 
of the code word (7b) or, in case the assigned 



b) 

25 



30 
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segment is full , storing the entire code word 
which is assigned the full segment ; 

to write the stored remainder and the stored 
5 entire code word, which did not fit in the 

respective segments in steps bl ) , b2), into an 
area of the raster which is not written onto 
after steps bl ) and b) , pursuant to a second 
predetermined regulation, until all code words of 
10 the second set have been written into the raster. 



21, (currently amended) Apparatus for reading a data 
stream of code words of variable lengths , in which the 
data stream comprises code words of a plurality of 
15 sets of code words, wherein, for the data stream, a 

raster is specified which comprises raster points, 
wherein two adjacent raster points define a segment, 
wherein the data stream comprises at least two 
segments, which apparatus comprises the following: 

20 

a) a device for extracting the code words of the 
first set from the data stream, which is arranged 
so as to 



25 for each segment, to jump to a raster point and 

to read a code word starting there; 

•irft — caac — the — code — word — storting — at — a — raster — point — *■© — Fio - t 
finished — at: — the en d — — ! fe4 [ te — ocgmont > > — fc-e — atorc — t**e — road 
30 - section of the code word; 

£re — determine — =&4*e — remainder — — ^he — code — w^e- r - d ■ on 
tehe — baaio — e-£ — a — f irst — p re determined — rcgulat-i r cwt 
which — wa - a- used — when — producing — the data — stream; 
35 and 

b) a device for extracting the code words of the 
second set of code words from the data stream 
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which remains after step a), which is arranged so 
as 

to jump, for each remaining segment, to a raster 
point of the segment on the basis of a 
predetermined assignment rule which was used when 
producing the data stream and to read the code 
word starting there in order to obtain the code 
words of the second set, 

in case a code word of the second set is not 
finished at the end of a corresponding segment, 
to store the read section of the code word of the 
second set; 

to determine the remainder of the code word or 
the code word not present at a raster point on 
the basis of a second predetermined regulation 
which was used when producing the data stream. 

22. (new) Method as claimed in claim 1, in which, in case 
of a code word of the first set which is longer than a 
segment, the remainder of the code words is written 
into an area of the raster which is not written onto 
after step al) , pursuant to a first predetermined 
regulation, until all code words of the first set have 
been written into the raster. 

23. (new) Method as claimed in claim 15, in which in case 
30 of a code word of the first set, which starts at a 

raster point is not finished at the end of the 
segment, the read section of the code word is stored, 
and the remainder of the code word is determined on 
the basis of a first predetermined regulation which 
35 was used when producing the data stream. 
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24. (new) Apparatus as claimed in claim 20, in which the 
device for writing the first set of code words is 
operative, 

5 in case a code word is longer than a segment, to 

write the remainder of the code word into an area 
of the raster which is not written onto after 
step al) pursuant to a first predetermined 
regulation, until all code words of the first set 
10 have been written into the raster. 

25- (new) Apparatus as claimed in claim 21, in which the 
device for extracting the code words of the first set 
is operative, 

15 

in case the code word starting at a raster point 
is not finished at the end of the segment, to 
store the read section of the code word; and 

20 to determine the remainder of the code word on 

the basis of a first predetermined regulation 
which was used when producing the data stream. 
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